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Nems—Editorials— "1 should add that my government, is
improssed with the reasonableness of the
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: This statement has never been publicly

FOREION NATES CANADIAN RATER J t
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The Truth at Work. ago. el '
It is well for both sides in the present

Driven o bay by the Demecratic revoll .rpy war that the truth should have free
in Congress, Prosident Wilson has at last| course. The work it is doing wiil dissipate
diselosed the limitations which he thinks!much false pretence and may help to
should be put upon the diplomacy through create eventually in quarters where it is
which he and Mr. Lansing have been gook-|most needed a higher sense of national

with Germany. honor and patriotic duty.

maintam
Naturally angered at the waivers of right
which the Democrats in Congress are will-

pesce

Women, Uplift and the Weed.
order to avoid frietion, _!\‘i:t _ﬁm't" that eminent l_‘uri!an "I,i:'.lct
he hais served notice that he will not be a Tim" Sullivan pll—‘:-'e.d ".‘ his .nl“.ar.l, h;."

there been an authoritative voice raiced in
party to any open abandonment of honor this town against smoking by women.
want the “Little Tim,"” if our memory is not at
sort of peace that can be bought enly by fauit, introduced into the Board of Alder-
national humiliation. men an ordinance forbidding smoking on

In announcing that he is not for peace, the part of women in any public restau-

ode n

RE to col

and self-respect. He dovs not

unless it is based on honor, the President rants or places of entertainment, though
Wuntly di<pels the illusion under which what became of this futile protest against

the resistless tide of emancipatory prog-
ress, whether it failed of passage or was
passed and forgotten, we can't recall, In
ace. oven B4t were necessary mow-snd any case, though seviously debated nnT_\' n
EESSIENTES & saicapd doiaal few short years agg, it sounds, in the light
then to admit a slight discount on henor. present practice and tolerance, like one
They have lost no oppertunity to say that .f the blue laws of Connecticut. A gulf
whatever else the President’s policy had djvides that day of ancient prejudice and
fniled to accomplish it has at least kept this,
Those who criticised] The new Waomen's City Club, on the
eighteenth floor of the Vanderbilt Ioter,
is a product of the times, and no more
{emphatically than in its rules regarding
smoking. To-day its members may smoke
3 in every room in the club, though Miss
ﬂ""ﬂ the warning of the “strict accounta- Marjorie Diriscoll, the manager, is serious-
10, 19155 the [y considering setting apart one room as
painful lack of correspondence in them y ypon-smoking room, a pronounced con-
The ladies meet there to discuss

most of the Democrats in Congress have
been supporting his diplomacy. They have
believed that his poliey aimed at preserving

the country at peace.
the Administrution's diplomacy were loud- |
Iy accused of seeking to plunge the nation
into war., The tortuousness of the negotia-
ticns with Germany; their failure to make
biity” note of February
tetween phrases and action—all these were cession.
the Democrats in Congress prison reform, pure milk, better schools,
& will- clean streets—all in a haze of incenze from
the fragrant weed, How “Little Tim"
would have bucked such an institution of
;¢ uplift as a sink of female depravily, an
lexample in debauchery to the youth of

interpreted by

as evidences of the Administratior
ingness to accept peace without haggling
over the price.

The Demoerntic party in the House,
jate, was in sympathy with|

nas 1L Lo

Mr. Bryan when ke ad\-n;:clm the idea t!Tat Wigwam appears eager to assail these re-|
there could be no possible ”"’“1'!'3. With ¢ rmers for their odor of cigarette smoke. |
lm”{“" i "-",'Iimr'“" ! !hr‘ ruies ol Ayg as for the rest of us, we are half |
“.“m”," " ey, ifionly et .'Inm":"‘ inclined to believe that the measures for-|
were forbidden to travel on belligerent y 1a00d by this public spirited organiza-
1"-"“*'“”? ships or ": ships CATTYINg MU= jeion will be all the better for their con-
TR “t_' m-iini-.m b p-»;u‘;» .-ii{fr-r.- greater 111!11!‘!:1;|=I:|!1inr|. rizs.-nu_rap;(-,f gOsEip,
T . e ' calms the emotions. In brief, it turns
only as to ||;--1hnq.i.-.. I'he I'l’.‘flc_!l'i' it has= talkers into listeners. In a women's club
viewed with growing irritation in tlhe !:|4t could one ask more of any agency?
few days what it considered an inclina- s 5 ’
tion on the President's part to allow the
question of maintaining peace to bhe com-
plicated by embarrassing considerations of
reatral rights and national honor.

ng

Again Seeking Blood-Money.
Defeated last vear in their endeavor to
lewalize 4 twelve-hour day and seven days
The explosion of Tuesday and Wednes- of work a week for women and children,
day last was bound to rn11-n'. becauss' the the upstate canners have renewed their

|w
[ buses, one on the Pacific side and two In

\ligerent merchantmen. The State Depart- |
e advertired ment is manifestly not without blame for |

be maintained, it is recommended that the
present law should not be changed.”
There is no more reason why the law
should be changed or evaded now than
when these words were written, 1t would

be a burning shame on the state and the|

oflicials who permitted it, if the erooked
canners were upheld in their course of ex-
pleiting women  and children by any
changes made to legalize their practices.

After Nicaragua, Hayti.

The ratification of the Nicaraguan
treaty logically commits the Senate to o
ratification of the treaty with Hayti. The
United States purchased a canal right of
ay acrogs Nicaragua and three navil

the Caribbean Sea, in order to make se-
curer its possession and use of the Panama
| Canal. The treaty establishing a partial
cotorate over Hayti has the same ob-

prot
ject, Ns ratification by the Senate (Hayt
his already ratified it) would prevent the
acquisition of coaling station and other
harbor privileges in Hayti by corporations
acting as secret agents for European gov-
ernments.

We agree to restore order in the Black
Republie, to see that ils debts* are liqui-
dated and its eredit is reestablished, while
the Haytians agree to safeguard our in-
terests so far as military and political con-
trol in the Caribbean is concerned. Hayti
has been the chief danger spot for Ameri-
can policy in the Antilles, We have sue-
coeded in eliminating the Dominican Re-
public as a reckless Lorrower and care-
less debtor, allowing dangerous foreign
claims to pile up with no intention or
means of meeting them, But Hayti has
bheen @ worsg2 financier cven than the
Dominican Republic, and her greater com-
meres and better amd more numerous har-
bors have made her a more tempting prey
to the designs of creditors planning 1o
exitet not only cash but semi-political con-
cessions in settlement.

In going into Hayti we ael a
as @ benevolent guardian of our
We discharge a duty
‘\Ii‘

s a police-

nn
woeaker neighbaors,
to an harassed and plundered nation,

engage ourselves to give the Hayvtians a

fresh chance to live and to work in se-
curity and to enjoy the prospefity which
must come to them if they take the trou-
ble to deserve it. We freed Cuba from the
incubus of Spanish misgovernment, We
are volunteering to free the Haytians from
their own misgovernment. There is an
element of altruism in this enterprise
which would commend it to American feel-
ing even if we wers to get no practical
advantage out of our protectorate.

Bus theve is a still larger element of self-
intercst and self-protection in our undey-
taking. By ratifying the treaty the Sen-

ate will therefore not only be extending i

& helping hand to a small American na-
tion, debt-ridden, discouraged and harried
by revolution, It will also be strengthen-
ing the position of the United States in a

the cityl Yet to-day no pious son of me,rcgion in which we must assume a larger|

measure of political control in order to
maintain the Monroe Doctrine and to reap
the full benefits, commercial and military,
of the great work for civilization which
we have just completed at Panama.

With Jess Willard ahsent, the West may

look more kindly on prephredness.
YR

What will Bryan do with that iron cross
when he gets it?

Fewer Railroad Accidents.
(Frim The Bostan Herald )
Fewer pussengers were killed on Amertean

raflronds in 193 thun in any since

yenr

0 fur as that we

Democruts in Congress misconceived the campaign, They do not have to go to the
palicy which the President was following. | legislature this year. The State indus-
it was not a peace-at-any-price policy, trin! Commission, three of whose members
such s Mr. Bryan would have stuck to. have been charged with neglect of duty
In form and phrase it was aggressive m,d,l‘ﬂsullinz in the horrible Williamsburg fire,

combative, although in spirit it was thor-|can grant the petition of the canners by °

180K, and when we go |
find the railronds doing less than four-fifths
it passenger business,

killed in 1915 was

1808, which

of their pre

o

The number of emple

than any other year since
ns to huve been & rvecord-breanker in its

oughly pacific. When the pinch came, how- adopting special exemptions.  And, un-

ever, the President was unwilling to repu- fortunately, there appears to be some dis-

diate phrases which most of the Democrate|position to do it.

in Uongress were entirely willing to sacri-| Lawyers for the canners argue that the

fice in order to avoid further friction. present laws are unenforceable, The peo-
The Democratic party in Washington ple in the localities want to work extra

was held together by the fiction that the heurs, they assert; and it is practically

masterly diplomacy of the Administration impossible to find a jury to conviet a
had kept the country out of war end could|canner of violations of the labor law.
be depended upon to keep the country out!Strange to say, DMesers. Lynch and

of war indefinitély, no matter what might| Mitchell, both labor union men, seem to

“_hPi" n. o Mr. Wilson's letter to Senator [agree with them to the extent of conceding
Stone  has  shattered that fiction. Thelthat unenforceable laws are useless.

Democratic leaders in the House are in-| If that is to be the stand of the Indus-
consed at the President for telling theltrial Commission the whole fabric of the

country the truth—for compelling them to|jabor laws might as well be thrown into

seck hyphenated support at the polls by the dust-heap. If they are going to admit

openly u .....-,.'.! g a surrender of Ameri-|that because certain grasping canners,
iyl "!"r": L t." rmany’s interest. Mr. Wil | geeking to coin the sweat and blood of
o ;.-!.-.I.-‘-.‘I 1}:' ;‘:"":.; "::: ‘: ”:"I':Hll"::f‘ women and minor employes into profits,
steltined. of ] I'IH'I- .'-I'..‘f url|'|-v1.-k|‘.rc.-‘? deliberately break the laws lh.th laws
B atrilees ca -‘rrum'-l'l‘n\' “-J"__-r ““_"I|,‘h' uld be repealed, they are officials f}al:-.f.‘

- b 3 Blto their trust and recreant to all humani-

President as men who are ready to vield
what “the United States cannot yield with-
out conceding her

tarian tenets.
The fact that eriminals exist is no argu-
impotency 85 8 pont gpainst maintenance of the laws
nation and making a virtual surrender of g A i T8
SRR : which they break. In the present instance
independent position among the na-| he situati tu ity i T
tions of the world.” the situation is easily understood. The
There is much biting and wholesome| o > are the big men in their vicinity.
tvoih in My. Wilson's lebter to qm;a'wr_.-\il the farmers round about want to sell
Stone. There i also gome truth that cuts pt'l;d;mv]:o YRR STl RDE U008 dRsl con-
the other way in Senator Stone's letter tul To tha extent. i
to the President, 1f the Democratic party interest of the canner becomes the farmers
Bl tors to pleces over Mr. Wilson's. foreign interest.  As jurymen, obviously they will
policy, the fault is not all ba, and are, reluetant to return a verdicet
Mr. Stone reports that agninst their friends and partners, the
gressmen are suspicious that the President Under the circumstances it
is getting up a ¢ over relations with €a&Y for some unserupulous canners to
Germany merely in order to promote his '™ uk the laws. They find no difficulty in
military preparedness legislation. Even forcing women and minors to work illegal
Democratic leaders feel that the Adminis- hours, for if one will not that individual
tration has vielded in a large measure to loses the job and another is hired who will.
the exigencies of domestic politics in for- Under such competition systematic law-
mulating its foreign policy. They are no|breaking is established.
longer constrained by loyalty from cgm. This condition is far from general, how-
plaining that in the present stage of the ever, according to a report made by Labor
controversy with Germany the President Commissioner Lynch in 1914, after several
still puts the necessity of obluining a paper munths’ experience with the law, e de-
v the suceess of hisfelured then that “the fact that so many
v canners conducted their business without

own

one side,

"
'emocratic Con-

Canners,

“diplomatic victory™ «

preparedness programme before  every
other object. violation of law"” argued for the merit
Mr. Stone also refers to the remark- of that statute. He added: “Following,

able wrrul\’; issued by Seerctary Lansing therefore, this principle that it is the
to the AllicY powers in which this intima-|standard of the law-abiding rather than
tion of & change of pulicy on our govern- the law-evading employer which should!

What seems to be the |

duy. And there were then only hald as many
employes ps there are now,

In the number injured we have just had
the best year for passengers since 1906, und
for employes since 1911, returns which score
not quite g0 much andvence as in the list of
deaths, but still & material improvement
| By comparison with 1014, the yenr just
| closed marked, wecording to “The
Age Garette,” “the grestest improvement in
safety of operation ever recorded in a &in-
gle year.” And the figures are tiken from the

tuilway

annual bulletin of the Interstate Commerce
Commission.
“Train wsecidents,” in distinction from

“erossing aecidents"—in which the publie is
usually half to blame— reveal a large im
provement. In 1510 train sccigdents killed Bi2
persons, and then in the suc ding years
the following numbers, respectively, 867, 850,
549, 626 and 410,

What are the causes of this very gratifying
progress ! Steel cuars, the perfection of block
system, the ¢

reArie «
brake and the “safety first" campalgns,

The Washington Arch.
Gateway of splendor! To the name of him
Whe built the legend of our liberty
We linger silent in the shadows dim
To greet again the legend of the free,
Winter's white chain has fallen from the
earth,
Surnshine droops sweet against the listen-
ing sky,
| Vieteries glorious again have birth
Wrapped in the cloud mist where the
colors fly. :
Hark to the armies marching through the
vears—
The drums, tie bugle eall, the sword, the
shield,
The camp fires' signal and the ringing
cheers—
The brave white faces on the battle-
field,
ad call to us from that garden
grave,
Salute the flag! Above the granite arch
Waken onee more—oh, children of the
brave!

Our d

Look up! Beyond the gateway as youl

Iu'd.n'h
The glory of the Springtime sky is red.
Voices of heroes call! Again be free!
Sons of our fathers—by the bleod thes
shed!
Mareh on
Liberty!

March on! for God and

KATE MASTERSON.

ntrol of the pneumutic|

l

|

'A Seaman's Estimate of the Pro-
visions of the Seaman's Act.

To the Editar of The Tribune.

| Sir: You will perhapa pardon a man who |
s served before and, ubaft the mast for n|
fow remarks concerning that meuwstss’’®,
called the seaman’s st A more fitting title
would be “An aet to strangle American eom-|
meree Devised by a California labor ngita- |
tor und that inisfit Senator from Winconsin,
it is one of the worst piecos of llrglnllilm"‘
[fereed upon the country by the wild-eyed |
|ﬂ'|l‘lll'|.'\“ wha compose the majority of the
present Congress.

Section 14 of the seaman's nct provides
that no vessel of 100 tons or over shall clear,
from any port in the United States unless
she has on board a crew 75 per cent of whom |
are ahle to understand the orders of the
officers.  Forty per eent of the deck crew
must Le certified able seamen. To obtain
guch a cortifieate u man must have had three
years' experience and have phssed a physieal
examination as to eyesight and fitness for
duty ns a sailor. In practice this reduces the
pumber of eligibles so much that a strike for
lun)' cnvme would tie up vessels in every port

i L; FOLLETTE'S FOLLY

lof the United States, |
| A eaptain of an Ameriean vessel told me
of an cxperience he had with u man who
|turnr~d one of these certificates. The man

| waus n landlubher; didn't know anything about

w ship; had never been to sea. When ques
tioned as to his possession of an A, B. certifi
cote, he snid he bought it on South Street for
half a dollar of a sailor who said he could |
lenrily wecure another.
| Another section provides that when an
| Amerienn vessel touches a port eueli sailor on
bonrd shall reeeive from the master cn :Ir_-
mand one-hall the wagea due him, This
seeures for the master the delightful task ol
working ship with a drunken crew.

On page 84 of the law governing the Steam-
fllh"i"

bout Inspection Service provision is

that vessels of 400 feet and under hall have

| twelve cork rings, six of whiek shall be

| luminous and one on each side prov ided with
<5 than fifteen fathoms. [N

lifeline of not
lother words, & New York Harbor tug of filty
fect length and crew of three men is re-|
auived to earry the same lifesaving equip
ment #s an ocean liner.

And is not ull, Any foreign vessel can
come grder the Ameriean flug without inspec

tion for two yeurs, and uny old equipment
will puss muster,

In conelusion | would ask, In it any won
der that we are the lnughter-and seorn of
every foreign country NAUTICUS

Brooklyn, Feb. 20, 1916,

A Paper Army or a Real Army?"
|'Iu the Editor of The Tribune.

Sire 1 wish that vour sdmirable editorial

ander the anbove title in to-day's issue could
every newspaper in the lind,

by
‘itixen interested in prepured-

be copied

and that every

ne would enll it te the attention of his
Sonutor s exprossive of his views of the
requirements of the situation,

It is now so clear that all other plans save
|the paper militin plan have been done iul
desth in the House thiat our last hope with
thiz Administration rests in the Senate,

where we are told that & sabstantial increas

the regular urmy is in course of receiving

careful attention.

“Our military necessities in the opinion
of those best qualified to judge,” ns you so
well say, “require a permanent first line force
under arms of 250,000,

Hut “these best qualified to judpe” are
precisely the peaple that the House ignores,
This bedy of three hundred and odd well
meaning  and ordinerily intelligent laymen
tands charged with the duty to decide what
¢ es<entinlly un expert question, and these
gentlemen, as ignorant of the military art
the rest of us, have not hesituted to t
this life and denth

of .all COmpe-

s i
up their own
agninst the view

Views ol i

mutter bng
funt experts,

Qualified experts have assured us that
fodernlized militin can never become a mod-

ern field foree for adequate defence—either

' dril
. WoOne nn I % ne v
It beeame in reality the soupway for a by one an | uh '_]r hour drill n week in _“ A
Yime. : urmory or by Federal pay, or by anything
i that forty-elght sovereign states and the

Fedetul government cun separately or to-
gether do for it,
The Senate should be supported in insisy-
ng upon s views of u regular army en-
| lnrged to the number advociated by the more

eonservative military experts to whom the
Sennte nt least seems inelined to listen.
CHARI ROL "MITH.

New York, Feb, 23, 1916,

| Mr. Read Testified.

i l'o the Editor of The Tribune.

] 5i In an editorial appedring in this

morning’s paper you state:

| i t
| “Mr. Read, fortunately, is alive, and from
the deseription Mr. Shonts has given of him
| should provide entertaining testimony.”
The above creates an impression that Mr
Read hns not tostified, and [ ask permission
your attention fict that he
before the Thompson legislative
committee on Sceptember 28, 1915, |
the
Q. id you know, Mr. Read, of any state-
ment being made by any one In the board of
|divectors that o fund had been raised by vo!-
iry contributions for the purpose of pro-

oting the execution of the dunl contracts,
7 A, No, sif,

to eall to the
testified
quote

following from his testimony:

s0 cul

‘I"_ ¢ hesr that subjoet discussed? A
1. Either in or out of the board? A. No,

81T

. ;'Ilail‘i you any rensons to suppose at the
time the propos tion was presented for the
.;!‘!-rlu\fjlxi -Er'tnr]- al\--c".l-\-:- committae that any
uen Tund had been created and expended?
A N ate 1l t.[‘.H.I\li.
Q. Don't you think
viher objeet? A, No.
. Didn't the suspi
there might be some
this? A. I don't like to have suspicions
T. I SHONTS, President,
vew York, Feb, 21, 1016,

Mr. Shonts had gome
lon oceur to vou that
¢ behind a thing like

Filipino Heterogeneity.
T'o the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Suppose Miantonomoh, whe wWas &
(pretty shrewd old Narrngansott, had agitated
|tor the independence of the American Indians,
and Pitt or Burke hud been tsken with th:

ides and voted to cut loose (no

& pressing
home the inquiry, “"Which Indians, Pigtes
ches, ¢ 7 ;

i Iroquois or Sioux?"l, how does
materinlly differ from the present situn-
wher

this

tian

: the Tagalogs of Luton nre ngie
tating for the independence of all the Fili-
pinos, Negritos, lgorro

s Moros

|the wioresald Tagulogs having never made a

(pretenice of controlling the Moros and there

|being not the faintest resemblance to the

| Cubun sizuation, where a homogeneous people

| knew what they wanted and could be dealt

with as a whole? RICHARD WELLING,
New York, Feb. 10, 1914,

Germany's Submarines,

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Hecause submarine cruisers are capa-|
|ble, a» ordinary cruisegs are not, of diving
under the water st will, the Germans tinlm;
that they can =et aside the luws of noval
|warfare relating to search and capture as ap- |
|p|u~-l to ordinary cruisers, and that they are

Uncle Sam Holds the Whip Hand, Y

BANKRUPT?

EXPLOSIONS FROM A NEUTRAL

‘et He Allows Himself To Be Bullied

by Both Sides, While the God of Luck Alone Keeps Him Out
of War—Little Choice in Belligerents,

Ta the Editor of the Tribune.

Sir: 1 have an idea that [ am wnsting my
time in writing to you, for our great Ameri-
ean “froe press" rarely publishes snything
with which it disagrees. One must hunt up
s Republican paper for a Republican letter, a
Democratie paper for a Democratic letter, an
Anglomaniac paper for Hritish propaginds
and another hyphennted organ for German
When fellow is just plain

da.

[ropa n
Ameriean, and a neutral besides, he stands
as much show ns the proverbial dove with
wax wings trying to fly owver hudes

I hove resd pleas for “British civiliza-
ton” and “German Kultur” until 1 have
srrived st the conclugzion that the English

writers who are raving should be on salary
from the Kaiser and the German professors
should be pensioned by the Hritish Fvery
time | honr British lunaey | am pro-German,
and the rot from the Fatherlund slways mukes
me pro-Ally tut I read it all,

‘The great Tribune, whose motto is “truth”
phenated neeording the prevailing

+ which truth is exhibited nowaday

It

i

nguLr

}

¢ Giermany. serenms
rote to the powers asking for a sq
for the submarines. It afr
Administration promptly roversed  itzeld
when ordered to do so by the British, pre-

t Il not be “firm" enough
I hate Ger-

erotiam and

sumably, that i

i
in secking war wi

h Germany.
itz

nany, too--for its “Kultur,” i
its inhumsn ideals of mechanical “effi-|
cienev.” But I know, as The Tribune knows,

that Germany has never got a Lsquare
desl in the press or from the politicians of |
this country.

1 am plain American, with a family that]
has fought in every war in this country
since 1760, 1 have served my country

pines and on the walls of Peking, 1 am will-
ing to go put and coach a regiment on the
firing line to uphold the ideals of Americans
{rom

w

country

demoeracy and to proteet
invasion of her territory

But, frank 1
hood and ints

ri

or

too pProw

nm man-

ms
wence to prostitute them to

the services of & munitions trust and a sub-
sigized press; ding e ¢ effort to urge
a weak Administration to wage war on
Germany.

The latest proposal it for the Uniteld
Statea to tenr up her treaty of 1828 with
Germany  and i over the Appam to the

British, Yet how the people who will con-
eider this & benutiful evidenee of “neutrality”™
on our part raved when Germany disre-
surded her treaty of 1833 with Belgium!

Certainly it was n crime on Germany's part
to invade Belgium, pfter asking pormission
to march troops her territory and
being refused. But the Allies did the same
with Greece—only Greece suved herself by
weakly submitting to the invasion instead of
fighting for her neutrality, ns brave Belgium
dil. The British warships were cleared for
wetion mgainst Greece und everything olse
was in rendiness to Belgiumize her when
ghe surrendered her honor to the Allies.
The only difference between Greece and
Belgium was that poor Helgium was fooled
by the bark of the big British bull. He prom-
jsedl to be right gver to devour the invadine
dachshund if the Belgians would just hold
him awhile. The Belgiuns did, but the Brit

Heross

ish bulldog has not pot there yet. With
his great empire on wi the sun ‘n i
seéts, he i3 holding o smaller part of

line than Albert aund his hercie Belgians,

according to recent reports.

Germany should be taught that machinery
cernot trample on the ideals of civilization,
and England should be taught that her money |
cannot buy her what she s unwilling to|

+ great trouble js that the most ir.jurpd!
countries, France, Belgium, Serbia and.!
Poland, are the most innoeent. They havel|
been the sufferers from the rivalry and
jealousy between British  navalism and
German militarism, between imperial Brit-|
ish capitalism and imperial German nocldl-i
sm.
it Amerien has had the chance right
along to be free. She has the whip hani
or. both the hulldog and the dachshund, |
The old bulldog is toothless without|

! respect,
ok to both sides because of her willing-|

and|,.
did my little bit in the junglea of the Philip-1

America hus become a laughing
ness to be bullied by British or German.

The god of good luck has kept her out of
the war—not Wilson's wenkness, Wilson
would go to war fo-morrow if some strong
mun told him to “change his mind” and
guaranteed his re-election.

The whole situation is disgusting to the
avernge American, who ean look at it from
the standpoint of patriotism instead of poli-
ties. When the British confiscate our cotton
wid destroy our mail we could say: “Look
here, John, stop that or we will confiscate
vour ammunition.” But we are afraid. We
ire afruid of losing a few filthy dollars,
afreid John might not like our “firmness”
and :;‘.:u, the munition muakers might get
peeved.

When the Germans raise the dickenz from
the deep and otherwise we could say: “Look
I  Hang, no meore of that, or we will
confiscnte one of your great liners in our

Jos

ports for cvery non-combatant who losea
his life unjustly through your submarines.”

But we do ther. We must beg permis-
sion from hiz imperial Britannie majesty
oven to give milk to German babies; we
must unition fires “necidents,” so that
vro German voter will be absent at the next

elvetion!

It is u faree-comody to the average Amer-
iean, who believes that this is a natien and
weither a colony of the Kaiser's nor an
outpost of the King's.

JAMES EMERSON, JR.
York, Feb. 23, 1916.

New

"“"Water Wagon Week."”
To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir:

In “Plans for Water Wagon Week”
iyt “That something short of total ab-
ce is sufe for very many is manifest
ny unprejudiced observer.”
¢! But ean you pick out in advanee of

of the effect of booze on any given
bunch of men which ones belong in your
“many”? After the trial has proved (as is
also often “manifest to any unprejudiced ob-
crver”) that very many of those who
they were in the immune class were
not immune, what then i= to be done?

th« trial

thougpl

I« it wn unfair figure of speech to say thut
every human being who hits the booze
trull i3  approaching an indefinite and

{iuvisible line which, once passed, ia by

many impossible  of recrossing?  Where
that line iz is n question for each one. Some
rnever reach it, and consequently think it

docsn’t exist; others find to their dismay
that they have unknowingly crossed it and
have left behind either the ability or desire,
or both, to retruce their steps, What about
them? s it their fault? Should they have
known they could not turn back? Yes, but
baw were they to know if they follow the
coundel fairly implied in your editorial?

If you ecame back with the usual “They
could quit if they wanted to” argument, what
hall we say of the “very many” who, not
huving in uny other phase of life weak wills,

|do not retrace their steps to respectability,

even when every conceivable reason for doing
%0 is ws evident to them as to you or me?
If & fairly intelligent man fails to do what
vvery possible motive of self-interest urges
him do, how shall we mecount for so
phenomenon? Not, surely, by
ing him feeble-minded, when his
phuses of mentality are average or
tol ble Is there uany other coneclusion
than that he doesn’t quit because he can't?
A man many years ago asked, “Am [ my
brother's keeper? and mueh of the world
since has answered, “Theoretically, yes.," Hut
theoretically or practically, is it not true
morally ? H. H. H.
Brooklyn, Feb. 20, 1914,

L -

Strung
simply eall
ther

A Correction.
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Will you correct a news item from
Montelair in to-day's paper? Your cor-
respondent made John K. Howard and my-
It thut Henry Ward Beecher and
Phillips Brooks did not believe or preach the
“doetrine of inearnation.” If he had said the
“goctrine of reincarnution” he would have

Sir:

Ll say

justified in setting up & new code marked | Americs, und without her the dachshund cdn lcorractly stated the matter in dispute.

lhy ruthless outrage. VERO LIMOND,

New York, Feb, 20, 1916,

hardly eat. [nstead of standing before tho
world as a powerful neutral, commandingl

HENRY KING HANNAH.
Montelair, N. J,, Feb, 21, 1916,

-
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NEW INSPECTION METHODS

The Fire Commissioner Explains
Proposed Improvements Bill
To the Editor of "rib
Sir: Owing no doubt
a summary instead of the b
|Jore you, your editorial

T

fuct that enly
| ilsalf was be-

|“Better Building Inspecti
written under the mi
rnew building ins
the rew Board
shall izssue buildin
|of inspectors and th:
|tendents are to sit

orders. While it
a'-iuprrir.'.md--n:- under
be members of the B
Appeals, they are
malcng building
not sit or have a v

As to the Board of

that body as provided fo
not to be an administy
only a standard makir
| 1eview, and consequent!
|tuiv 8 force of inspectors no
ders. In addition to adoptin
rules and regulations

0 that the
provides that
und Appeals

I have s foree

£ superis-
pon their gun

peeti

standard

|from orders of I U
building superintendents, a
sihle such decisions w

binding and perm:
The two principal
maintained for buile
kouses, will be those of
intendenta, which will
struction work while
of the Fire Departmer

|

all buildings, except ten: 4, to see that
they are provided with the mecessary exits,
fire extinguishing appliances snd other fire
protection a8 required by the labor law, the

building cods and the rules and regulatioss
of the Board of Standards and Appeals. Tho
Iire Department will continue to issue o
ders for the correction of ons in €
{sting buildings, snd in addition will in fat-
[ure exercise similar power with respect 10
| factory buildings.

In a word, the bill el
Labor Department from t
fire préevention and safet
factories in the City of New York and trant®
fors that power, so far as relates to the su-
pervision of mctual construet a the build=
ing superintendents, a1 far as relates 0
th: enforcement of fire tion and ents
in existing factories, to Fire Depart-
ment. When the Fire Department issoes &8
|order for an slteration in a factory or s2¥

cates the State
forcement of

|other building a copy of the order will be
|sent to the building superintendent of the
| borough where the building i% located, and
| the tuilding superintendent will see that the
|work is done in mccordance with law, Br

structural inspec”

|this arrangement a singie
[tion is to be made to ansy e
of hoth departments, the Fire Departmed
under the new plan accepting the (4':'?-3i-ﬂ:
of the bailding superintendents that the wo :
in its structural features complies with &
isting laws and standards.
The bill seeks to coniin
ment and Building Bureau
to specific requirements of
and standards, thus aveidin
of different and varying reqd
muade of building owners
Standards and Appeals is de
the legnl mechunism whereby

r the p-_'_"pﬂll'

|5

in iss

law, ordinase®
o« the r,.m:bﬂi!!

rements belng
The 1[-‘;“‘ o
signed to sppiy
r~‘~."a"-"‘w;“

" : ad L

lof orders will be made uniform ang o ::
. fing luws AP

eral administration of the Luliding ‘“ gt
izo " sl hile | na Mus i

| monized. The bill, wi L prestit

| fect, is a long etep s
conditions, IT*T}fr... [
New York, Feb. 21, 1316,

I_\[i\![_-l,'.\.

Our Temperance Department-

To the Editor of The Tribune. .o

Sir: The notice in to-day's Tribune ¢ L
queer antics of Health Commissioner E
gon in getting up & kind of Sslvation lf::
campaign against drinking shows that .
have either a crank or a cheap self-adve
tiser at the head of the Health

Department
por la it

It ia not part of the duties - o
business, of Health Cor oner 1"::“
to exploit his personal views :r: :'.;I.'I‘ prest

this fashion. The eitizens o
should start a campaign to !ﬂ!-.‘rl\f:’ Ll pebc
official from his salury, paid by tazpé

] ) h an uplifter

who object to such an upii X Y

New York, Feb. 19, 1916,




